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2/6/2023 
 
Mayor Perotte and Goleta City Council 
City of Goleta 
130 Cremona Drive, Suite B 
Goleta, CA 93117 
 
RE: Adjustments to Council Appointments 
 
Dear Mayor Perotte and Councilmembers: 
 
The Santa Barbara South Coast Chamber of Commerce would like to express our concern regarding the 
return of Adjustments to Council Appointments to Committees, specifically the Economic Development and 
Revitalization Standing Committee appointments, to the Council Agenda. 
 
The City and the Council’s process for committee appointments has always been a transparent and 
standard process, with all Councilmembers having the opportunity to submit which committees they are 
interested in serving on, followed by a public discussion to determine the best candidates for that year. On 
January 17 the Council had a thorough discussion of which candidates would be the best fit for the 
Economic Development and Revitalization Committee, and the Council ultimately approved the 
appointments. Bringing this back to the Council to consider changing the appointments, at the request of 
Mayor Perotte and Councilmember Kasdin, has created a lack of transparency in an otherwise smooth 
process. 
 
The Chamber has actively followed and engaged with the work of the Economic Development and 
Revitalization Committee since its inception and have repeatedly asked for better decorum in the 
administration of this committee – putting meetings on a regular agenda with adequate notification to the 
public. We appreciate City staff’s recent efforts to do so, alongside the work being done on the Economic 
Development Strategic Plan. However, this revisiting of appointments is reminiscent of the lack of public 
communication we previously took issue with. 
 
Any City’s conduit to the business community is its economic development committee. And as the City 
continues to the vital work on the Economic Development Strategic Planning Process, positive dialogue 
between the Economic Development Revitalization Committee and the business community is more critical 
than ever before. Early discussions and community feedback during this process has revealed a breakdown 
between the City, the Chamber, and the business community – which we are now working to address. 
 
The appointments of Councilmember Kyriaco and Councilmember Reyes-Martin on January 17 not only 
showed a commitment to fresh eyes on the Economic Development and Revitalization Committee, but a 
commitment to a better working relationship with the Chamber as well. Councilmember Kyriaco is highly 
qualified to participate in these discussions and has expressed previous interest in participating on the 
committee. He is already an active advocate for many of the key issues that appear in the work of the 
committee. However, he has already deferred to other councilmembers interest in the committee once 
before. Councilmember Reyes-Martin has a strong background in economic development gained through 
her various community facing roles. She also has strong connections with several community stakeholders, 
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like our public schools, who will be better served by having her on the committee. Both Councilmembers 
are highly qualified candidates for this committee and deserve the opportunity to participate in the critical 
work being done on the Economic Development Strategic Plan. The entire Council will still be able to weigh 
in on the process when relevant agenda items are brought before the Council. 
 
We ask that you reaffirm the previous City Council appointments to the Economic Development and 
Revitalization Standing Committee. Thank you for your commitment to transparency and a continued 
working relationship with the local business community. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kristen Miller 
President & CEO 
Santa Barbara South Coast Chamber of Commerce 
 


